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Britons in Hong Kong torn over whether
their country should quit European
Union
UK citizens have voted by post in the EU referendum, with
many believed to have opted to remain in the body
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Many Britons in Hong Kong are taking part in Thursday’s
referendum on its future in the European Union, with
dozens returning postal ballots ahead of the nationwide
vote.

Voters in Hong Kong have criticised the tone of the
referendum campaign, questioned the durability of the
UK’s union if an exit takes place, and consider the option
of remaining in or leaving the 28-nation bloc in a non-
legally binding vote a fraught one.

How will China be affected if Britain leaves
European Union? (

Not all Britons in Hong Kong have the right to vote. They
cannot if they have been out of the country for more than
15 years. However thousands are thought to be eligible
given the sheer number of Britons living and working in
the territory.

A majority of Hong Kong-based Britons who voted by post
in the last two weeks are thought to have opted to remain.
A small proportion voted to quit the EU.

Andrew Kinloch was 19 at the time of Britain’s 1975
Europe referendum vote. Britain faced a far more difficult
choice now than in 1975, Kinloch said, adding everyone
forgot the first objective of the European Union was that
France and Germany should not go to war again.

Kinloch noted the expansion of the free trade area had
been a “great success” but acknowledged concern about
Brussels “fiddling” with domestic legislation. However, he
said overall the EU had been a “great force for good”,
expanding into the former Soviet bloc.

The consultant was critical of how referendum arguments
had been shaped. “I believe that most people don’t
understand what they are voting on,” he said.
“Referendums distil very complicated arguments down
into simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’, and the vast majority of people
are voting with their gut or what they read in the
newspaper on the morning of the election.”

Kinloch said without a precedent, it was “very difficult” to
decide. “Overall I think it is a force for good and because
no one knows of the alterative.”
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Undecided which way he will vote, the UK’s fragile
economy is a small but important factor in his thinking.

Asia wary of economic shockwaves as Brexit
risk looms (

Hongkonger Vincent Chung Wai-kei, a lawyer based in
Dundee, voted two years ago in Scotland’s independence
referendum, opting to stay in the union.

In the event of a result favouring an exit, it could trigger
another independence vote on Scotland, and one that
could be more favourable to Scottish nationalists.

Equally, for Northern Ireland and Wales, where there is
greater support for the EU, a withdrawal from Brussels
could prompt not just Scotland, but the other nations to
consider their future within the union.

Chung said in the event of an EU exit and a fresh
independence vote, he would switch sides.

“I wouldn’t be too worried about the future ... my views
have changed slightly. The independence argument is
more coherent and persuasive and I do find the current
Scottish nationalist leader [Nicola Sturgeon] charismatic
so that influences the way I view things.”

Chinese University academic Simon Haines, who has
flown to Britain to cast his vote, said the ballot made him
“very torn”.

“I think Britain does a huge amount of good by being in
the EU. Leaving is a step into the unknown. It’s a difficult
decision. I’ve been backwards and forwards on this ... but
at the end of the day I am going to vote exit,” he said.

Haines lamented the loss of sovereignty on domestic
legislation and judicial affairs.

“That to me seems to be wrong and to me, a country that
has its origins in the democracy of Magna Carta and the
Bill of Rights, is being eroded because a lot of the
legislation is not coming from its own parliament and the
people making the legislation are unelected.”

Despite the general worries of voters, the academic said:
“We should be prepared to take a chance. It would be silly
to avoid something if you think you are scared.”

http://www.scmp.com/business/companies
http://www.scmp.com/business/companies/article/1984804/directors-turn-cautious-towards-share-buybacks-after-brexit
http://www.scmp.com/business/companies/article/1984804/directors-turn-cautious-towards-share-buybacks-after-brexit
http://www.scmp.com/business/companies/article/1984804/directors-turn-cautious-towards-share-buybacks-after-brexit
http://www.scmp.com/business/companies/article/1984804/directors-turn-cautious-towards-share-buybacks-after-brexit
http://www.scmp.com/world/europe
http://www.scmp.com/news/world/europe/article/1984434/brexit-protesters-take-streets-london
http://www.scmp.com/news/world/europe/article/1984434/brexit-protesters-take-streets-london
http://www.scmp.com/news/world/europe/article/1984434/brexit-protesters-take-streets-london
http://www.scmp.com/sport/soccer
http://www.scmp.com/sport/soccer/article/1984259/thanks-england-brexit-2-euro-2016-was-sweet-comedy-relief-grim-real
http://www.scmp.com/sport/soccer/article/1984259/thanks-england-brexit-2-euro-2016-was-sweet-comedy-relief-grim-real
http://www.scmp.com/sport/soccer/article/1984259/thanks-england-brexit-2-euro-2016-was-sweet-comedy-relief-grim-real
http://www.scmp.com/sport/soccer/article/1984259/thanks-england-brexit-2-euro-2016-was-sweet-comedy-relief-grim-real
http://www.scmp.com/sport/soccer/article/1984259/thanks-england-brexit-2-euro-2016-was-sweet-comedy-relief-grim-real
http://www.scmp.com/news/world/europe/article/1978238/asia-wary-economic-shockwaves-brexit-risk-looms
http://www.scmp.com/news/world/europe/article/1978238/asia-wary-economic-shockwaves-brexit-risk-looms


Britons in Hong Kong torn over whether their country should quit European Union | South China Morning Post

file:///C/Users/user/Desktop/Kinloch%20in%20SCMP%20ahead%20of%20Brexit%20Jun%2016.html[27-Jul-16 1:01:31 PM]

South China Morning Post STAY CONNECTED

COMPARE AND SAVE Powered by:  

Credit Cards Personal Loans Mortgage

128 of the best Credit Card deals in Hong Kong!

k t

Hong Kong
Politics

Economy

Health &
Environment

Law & Crime

Education &
Community

News
China

Hong Kong

Asia

World

China
Policies & Politics

Diplomacy &
Defence

Money & Wealth

Society

Economy

Tech

Business
Companies

Markets

Property

Investor Relations

Mutual Funds

Economy

China Economy

Money & Wealth

Tech
China Tech

Enterprises

Social & Gadgets

Start-ups

Apps & Gaming

Innovation

Leaders &
Founders

Science &
Research

E-Commerce

Lifestyle
Arts &
Entertainment

Health & Beauty

Film & TV

Food & Drink

Families

Music

Fashion & Luxury

Books

Travel & Leisure

Watches

Sport
Hong Kong

China

Golf

Racing

Rugby

Soccer

Tennis

Boxing

Comment
Insight & Opinion

Harry's View

Blogs

Polls

Letters

Multimedia
Video

Photos

Infographics

SCMP Chronicles

Magazine
Post Magazine

Style

Good Eating

Other
Weather

Most Popular

7 Days Index

Country Reports

Homepage Time
Machine

Crossword

Promotions

Directories
Luxehomes

At your service

Business Services
Directory

MICE Biz

Restaurant
Directory

Advertising Opportunities
Contact our Advertising Sales

HK Rate card

Overseas Rate Card

China Rate Card

The Marketer

SCMP Marketing Solutions

SCMP Outdoor Advertising

Other Sites
南早中文

南早香港指南

CPJobs.com

Education Post

Young Post

Cosmopolitan

CosmoGIRL!

SCMP Mobile Edition

)G H W

SCMP TABLET Edition

7G H

SCMP ePaper Edition

>
SIGN UP for
SCMP

(

 

 
 

   
  

 

  

   
  

 

  

 
   

   
  

 

  

 
   

   
  

 

  
 

 
   

   
  

  
 

   

   

http://www.moneyhero.com.hk/en
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/economy/article/1979321/britons-hong-kong-torn-over-whether-their-country-should-quit#
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/economy/article/1979321/britons-hong-kong-torn-over-whether-their-country-should-quit#
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/economy/article/1979321/britons-hong-kong-torn-over-whether-their-country-should-quit#
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/economy/article/1979321/britons-hong-kong-torn-over-whether-their-country-should-quit#
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/economy/article/1979321/britons-hong-kong-torn-over-whether-their-country-should-quit#
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/economy/article/1979321/britons-hong-kong-torn-over-whether-their-country-should-quit#
https://www.facebook.com/southchinamorningpost
https://www.facebook.com/southchinamorningpost
https://twitter.com/scmp_news
https://twitter.com/scmp_news
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/hong-kong/politics
http://www.scmp.com/hong-kong/economy
http://www.scmp.com/hong-kong/health-environment
http://www.scmp.com/hong-kong/health-environment
http://www.scmp.com/hong-kong/law-crime
http://www.scmp.com/hong-kong/education-community
http://www.scmp.com/hong-kong/education-community
http://www.scmp.com/news
http://www.scmp.com/news/china
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/news/asia
http://www.scmp.com/news/world
http://www.scmp.com/news/china
http://www.scmp.com/china/policies-politics
http://www.scmp.com/china/diplomacy-defence
http://www.scmp.com/china/diplomacy-defence
http://www.scmp.com/china/money-wealth
http://www.scmp.com/china/society
http://www.scmp.com/china/economy
http://www.scmp.com/technology
http://www.scmp.com/business
http://www.scmp.com/business/companies
http://www.scmp.com/business/markets
http://www.scmp.com/property
http://www.scmp.com/business/investor-relations
http://www.scmp.com/business/mutual-funds
http://www.scmp.com/business/global-economy
http://www.scmp.com/china/economy
http://www.scmp.com/china/money-wealth
http://www.scmp.com/technology
http://www.scmp.com/technology/china-tech
http://www.scmp.com/technology/enterprises
http://www.scmp.com/technology/social-gadgets
http://www.scmp.com/technology/start-ups
http://www.scmp.com/technology/apps-gaming
http://www.scmp.com/technology/innovation
http://www.scmp.com/technology/leaders-founders
http://www.scmp.com/technology/leaders-founders
http://www.scmp.com/technology/science-research
http://www.scmp.com/technology/science-research
http://www.scmp.com/technology/e-commerce
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle
http://www.scmp.com/culture/arts-entertainment
http://www.scmp.com/culture/arts-entertainment
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/health-beauty
http://www.scmp.com/culture/film-tv
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/food-drink
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/families
http://www.scmp.com/culture/music
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/fashion-luxury
http://www.scmp.com/culture/books
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/travel-leisure
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/watches
http://www.scmp.com/sport
http://www.scmp.com/sport/hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/sport/china
http://www.scmp.com/sport/golf
http://www.scmp.com/sport/racing
http://www.scmp.com/sport/rugby
http://www.scmp.com/sport/soccer
http://www.scmp.com/sport/tennis
http://www.scmp.com/sport/boxing
http://www.scmp.com/comment
http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion
http://www.scmp.com/comment/harrys-view
http://www.scmp.com/comment/blogs
http://www.scmp.com/comment/polls
http://www.scmp.com/comment/letters
http://www.scmp.com/frontpage/hk
http://www.scmp.com/videos
http://www.scmp.com/photos
http://www.scmp.com/infographics
http://www.scmp.com/topics/scmp-chronicles
http://www.scmp.com/magazines
http://www.scmp.com/magazines/post-magazine
http://www.scmp.com/magazines/style
http://www.scmp.com/magazines/good-eating
http://www.scmp.com/weather
http://www.scmp.com/most-popular
http://www.scmp.com/timemachine
http://www.scmp.com/countryreports
http://www.scmp.com/timemachine
http://www.scmp.com/timemachine
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/crossword
http://www.scmp.com/promotions
http://www.scmp.com/directories
http://www.luxehomes.com.hk/
http://www.ays.com.hk/
http://business-services.scmp.com/
http://business-services.scmp.com/
http://mice.scmp.com/
http://goodeating.scmp.com/restaurants/
http://goodeating.scmp.com/restaurants/
http://advertising.scmp.com/
http://advertising.scmp.com/
http://advertising.scmp.com/marketing_guide
http://advertising.scmp.com/marketing_guide/ratecard_overseas.html
http://advertising.scmp.com/marketing_guide/ratecard_china.html
http://advertising.scmp.com/marketer
http://advertising.scmp.com/marketingsolutions
http://outdoormedia.scmp.com/
http://www.nanzao.com/
http://www.nanzaozhinan.com/
http://www.cpjobs.com/hk/?utm_source=scmp_footer
http://www.educationpost.com.hk/
http://yp.scmp.com/
http://www.cosmopolitan.com.hk/
http://cg.cosmopolitan.com.hk/
http://www.scmp.com/mobile
https://itunes.apple.com/hk/app/scmp-news-pulse/id623201967?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/hk/app/scmp-news-pulse/id623201967?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.scmp.newspulse
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.scmp.newspulse
http://www.windowsphone.com/s?appid=89040adf-8998-4130-9f60-2931e38b960f
http://www.windowsphone.com/s?appid=89040adf-8998-4130-9f60-2931e38b960f
http://www.scmp.com/tabletedition
http://app.scmp.com/
http://app.scmp.com/
http://app.scmp.com/
http://app.scmp.com/
http://www.scmp.com/epaper
https://www.scmp.com/user/simplenews
https://www.scmp.com/user/simplenews
https://www.scmp.com/user/simplenews


Britons in Hong Kong torn over whether their country should quit European Union | South China Morning Post

file:///C/Users/user/Desktop/Kinloch%20in%20SCMP%20ahead%20of%20Brexit%20Jun%2016.html[27-Jul-16 1:01:31 PM]

     

Copyright © 2016 South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All rights reserved.

Information
Buy SCMP Photos

Copyright
Licensing

RSS Feeds

SCMP.com search

Historical Archive

Print Subscription

Recruitment Advertising

Events
SCMP Events

Operation Santa Claus

Elle

Harpers Bazaar

HK Magazine

Destination Macau

Racing Post

Yj
eNewsletter

SCMP PUBLISHERS PRIVACY POLICY FAQS TERMS & CONDITIONS WORK FOR US CONTACT US

http://www.scmp.com/frontpage/hk
http://photo.scmp.com/
http://www.scmp.com/reprint-policy
http://www.scmp.com/reprint-policy
http://www.scmp.com/rss
http://www.scmp.com/content/search/news/news
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/scmp/advancedsearch.html
https://customerservice.scmp.com/subscribe/
http://advertising.scmp.com/recruiter/index.asp
http://events.scmp.com/
http://events.scmp.com/
http://osc.scmp.com/
http://www.elle.com.hk/
http://www.harpersbazaar.com.hk/
http://hk-magazine.com/
http://www.destination-macau.com/en/home
http://racing.scmp.com/
http://www.scmp.com/epaper
http://www.scmp.com/epaper
https://www.scmp.com/user/simplenews
http://corp.scmp.com/
http://www.scmp.com/privacy-policy
http://www.scmp.com/faqs
http://www.scmp.com/terms-conditions
http://www.scmp.com/work-for-us
http://www.scmp.com/contactus

	Local Disk
	Britons in Hong Kong torn over whether their country should quit European Union | South China Morning Post


